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. Montana State Parks
j lstatepartcs.mt.gov) ermormced

I today that the Division will
I relinquish mariagem€nt ofHell
I Creek State Park when the
I site lease agreement with the
I U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
' (USACE) expires in 2021. The
decision *as :appraved by the
Montana State Parks & Rec-
reation Board at their Dec. 16
meeting.

g.r'ligrthis year. the Division
contraeted to create the:Hell
Creek State Parkdraft Manage-
ment/Site Plan in an effort-to
identi$ management options
for tlre site. The plan indicated
multiple managemen! facility
and health and safety cof,cems
that'are not up to the stmdards
of,a state parA indicated t* the

Montana State Pa*s Stiatqgic
Plan.

As part ofthe Strategic Plan,
the Division is inthe process of
implemeirting a new Classifica-
tion Folicy which reallocates
staff and fimdiqg resources to
the syste. 's most significant
sites in order to elrstne those
parks meet the Montana State
Park brand promise. Moatana
State Pa*s recognizes the value
of Hell Creek State Park for the
regiorl tfue state, and within the
stite park system. However,
the considerable managemerrt,
faciffi condition, aad tieal&
and safety challenges at the
park identified by the draft
plan caunot be atlequately ad-
dressed with existing state prk
resources.

After considelqg the llell

See HEtt(R[EK, PageSB

8B* TI{E GLASGOW.CO{RIE& WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER X,ZOI'

HeI[ Creek
TROIiPAGEIA

Creek draft Master/Site Plan
and public comment Montana
State Parks has decided to pro-
ceed to manage l{ell Creek Stxe
Park with minimal infrastructure
improvements to meet health and
public safcty objectives through
the end of ttre lease agreement
which expires in April, 2021. At

that time management of the site
would retumto the USACE.

ihr Mo"t*u State Parks
& Recreation Board will re-
visit this decision itr 2019. In
the meantime, the Division
will continue to look for new
funding sources for Hell Creek
State Park including increased
funding for Montana State Parks
from the state's General Fund
as well as funding parfirerships

with federal land managers.
[f funiling for the park sYstem

improves by 2}19,the decision
to let the lease expire could be
reversed-

Visit Montana State ?arks
(stateparks.mt-gov) and enjoY
camping, hiking, fishing, swim-
ming, boating and more.and
discover some of the lpeatest
natural and cultural treasures
on earttr.
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